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Kingsbury High School’s annual school library fair 
took place on Tuesday 3rd December 2013. This 
has always been a popular event in the Lower 
School Library and many of students thoroughly 
enjoyed the event. 

The event raised just over £145, which will be put 
towards ordering books requested by students.

On Friday 29th November, Send My Friend to 
School, a campaign run by the Global Campaign 
for Education UK, filmed the final leg of their 2014 
film at The Village School (TVS), Grove Park.

Every year, Send My Friend to School, run a 
campaign, teaching UK school students about 
the global education crisis. Schools who take part 
receive a free pack, including an introductory DVD 
containing the film. 

A film crew from Jump Off The Screen spent a 
day at TVS filming children with disabilities working 
alongside students from Kingsbury High School.

TVS student, Kinjal Mileche, aged 12 said “It is 
important to take part in days like these because 
we’re helping other children all around the world 
get an education and a better life. I’m really 
excited that the film will be shown around the UK – 
people might get inspired and help us.”

Kingsbury High School has been supporting the 
Send My Friend to School campaign for eight 
years. The campaign, which has a different theme 
each year, aims to remind world leaders of the 
promise they made in 2000; that all children 
worldwide would get a quality primary education 
by 2015. The 2014 theme, ‘Send ALL My Friends to 
School’ will focus on disability and education and 
the main message will be that every child has the 
equal right to learn. There are still 57 million children 
who are missing out on even a basic primary 
education, and over a third of these children have 
a disability.

The film will be shown to around 6,000 schools 
across the UK who sign up for the Send My Friend 
to School campaign. 

http://www.sendmyfriend.org/
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Send My Friend to School

Kingsbury High School has been selected as 
one of just twenty five schools chosen to receive 
free LEGO® MINDSTORMS® Education EV3 STEM 
(science, technology, engineering and maths) 
resources worth £3,000 as part of a pilot of the Elite 
Engineering Programme (EEP).

Mr Bhuwa said “Being one of 25 schools in the 
country to be selected to take part in the EEP 
program is a fantastic achievement. By winning, 
we hope to inspire Kingsbury High School students 
to take up a future in STEM.”

EEP Schools Competition

http://www.sendmyfriend.org/


On Friday 6th December 2013, twenty Sixth Form 
students and eighteen staff took part in the 
annual Badminton Challenge. Although the staff 
won overall, the top performing students were 
Dhruvi Vyas and Niraj Gorasiya, pictured above 
sporting their medals with Steve Wood, a former 
staff member involved in the event organisation. 
The staff winners from last year, Mr Lineton and Ms 
Kincaid played superbly and retained their title 
for a second consecutive year. Mr Wood said “As 
always, the atmosphere was delightful but it still 
retained a definite competitive edge! 

Most importantly, the event raised a total of £360 
which will be winging its way to St Luke’s Hospice in 
time for Christmas. Thank you to all who supported 
this cause and special thanks to Dhruvi and Gopi 
Vekaria who helped to get this event off the 
ground.”

having cost millions of lives. We will be putting 
on a short piece of drama, devised by one of 
our staff, Clare Reavey, interspersed with dance 
pieces and songs from the period. It takes place 
during the week beginning 24th March and offers 
opportunities to come along in the afternoon or 
evening.

Finally, if your son or daughter has just received 
their mock exam results, remember that if they’re 
disappointed that’s a good sign – they know 
they’ve got to do better. And if they’ve done well, 
do remind them that they’ve got to do it all over 
again in May and June: no time to rest on their 
laurels.  

A happy 2014 to you all.

Jeremy Waxman 

Badminton for St. Luke’s!

Message from Mr Waxman
Welcome to the first of our new series of half-termly 
newsletters. This new publication has come about 
partly because of a recent survey of parents. You 
told us that you didn’t feel quite as well informed 
by us as you’d like to be. It has also come about 
because we have a lot to share with you. 

Let me start with our 2013 GCSE results. You 
probably already know that our students achieved 
a record 77% five A*-C including English and Maths. 
But what we didn’t know until December, when 
a government publication told us, was that the 
progress our students made was in the top 10% of 
schools in England and that our progress in English 
was in the top one percent – so we definitely have 
the finest English Faculty for miles around! It might 
even be the best in the country. This is down to 
the hard work of our staff, the aspirations of our 
students and the support we receive from our 
parents. 

We are also very pleased with the improvements 
we are seeing in our students’ behaviour, 
particularly at the younger end. We keep statistics 
on the number of C3s (school detentions) issued 
and we are very pleased to see that this is much 
reduced compared with the same time last year. 
Our senior staff and Heads of Year work very hard 
to try to ensure that our students learn their lesson 
the very first time they receive a consequence. 
You may be interested to know that a repeated 
pattern of C3s results in a student spending a day 
in our “Responsible Learning Centre” based on 
the upper school site; here they are allowed no 
interaction with other students and complete set 
work for the day. It is often suggested in the media 
that schools are soft on behaviour these days; at 
Kingsbury High, our discipline policy is administered 
with a human face, but it’s a strong policy 
nonetheless.

Looking ahead, we face some challenging 
financial times as changes to funding 
arrangements begin to hit home. We have a 
balanced budget but to maintain this in the future 
it will be necessary to make some economies. This 
makes for an uncertain time for our staff and I am 
sure you will give my colleagues every support 
and encouragement during the months ahead. 
We’ll keep in touch with you about how things are 
going.

On a positive note, we are looking forward 
to our production, “Lest we forget”, which 
commemorates the one hundredth anniversary of 
the start of the First World War, the so called “war 
to end all wars”, the ending of which produced just 
twenty-one years of peace in Europe despite 
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Shaun Attwood, author of Hard Time, visited 
Kingsbury High School on Wednesday 23rd 
October 2013 to talk to students about his jail 
experience and the consequences he faced from 
getting involved in drugs and crime. 

Shaun arrived in Phoenix, Arizona a penniless 
business graduate from a small industrial town in 
England. Within a decade, he became a stock-
market millionaire.

But he also led a double life. An early fan of the UK 
rave scene, Shaun headed an organisation that 
threw raves and distributed Ecstasy in competition 
with the Mafia mass murderer Sammy the Bull 
Gravano. On May 16th 2002, a SWAT team 
knocked his door down.

Facing a life sentence, Shaun entered a lengthy 
legal battle. After two years of being held 
unsentenced, Shaun was convicted of money 
laundering and drug offences. He was sentenced 
to 9½ years, and served almost 6.

Shaun was released in December 2007 and 
continues to campaign against the poor prison 
conditions he suffered. 

After speaking at the school, Shaun said “It’s 
always a great pleasure to speak at Kingsbury 
High School. The students bombarded me with 
endless questions,  some stayed behind afterwards 
to chat and say how the talk had impacted them 
and many are commenting on my Twitter feed 
favourites.”

Some tweets from students included:

“On behalf of KHS I thank you for coming to our 
school today and telling us about your story. Made 
me think about what I really want to do with my life 
and who I want to be with. Thank you”

“Your presentation at my school was incredible. 
You are a very inspirational man & you have 
opened my eyes so much today Thank you!”

Shaun Attwood Visits Kingsbury High School

On Friday 6th December 2013, Kingsbury High 
School held a quiz night to raise money for the 
Disasters Emergency Committee’s (DEC) Philippines 
Typhoon Appeal. 

The quiz night, organised by KS3 Pastoral 
Curriculum Leader, Ms Sarah Purtill and Sixth Form 
students, called on the support of local businesses 
who donated generously.

Members of staff, students, parents and the local 
community were invited to enjoy the event which, 
along with the quiz, also included traditional 
dance and music performances and a raffle prize 
draw.

The most sought after prizes were four tickets to 
the Saracens versus Harlequins rugby union match 
at Wembley Stadium, donated by Saracens; a 
head massage, donated by Aura Centre of Hair 
and Beauty and a round of golf for four people, 
donated by Pinner Golf Club.

The event was a huge success and the school 
raised an impressive £2,112.15 for the DEC 
Philippines Typhoon Appeal.

Ms Purtill said “It was amazing to see our 
community come together to help support the 
Philippines. It highlighted to us, as a school, how 
much we can achieve working together with our 
Kingsbury community. The atmosphere was one of 
community spirit and a realisation how together 
we can make a difference. Our Sixth Form worked 
tirelessly to ensure the evening was a success 
and it was great to see their hard work pay such 
dividends.”

Thank you to Nandos, JJ Moons, Aura Centre of 
Hair and Beauty, Saracens, Asda, Pinner Golf Club,         
Matalan, Jyoti Jewellery Shop, Sainsbury’s, 
Favourites The Cake Shop and Regency restaurant 
for their generous donations.
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In each newsletter, we will publish our regular 
reminders, so that they’re never far from your 
thoughts!

Uniform

• Plain black footwear, please: no stripes or  
 logos

• One crested item to be worn at all times

• Plain hijabs, where worn, in blue, black,   
 white or grey

• No garments which might be described as  
 “hoodies”

Mobile Phones

• Students are allowed to bring a mobile   
 phone to school

• They must not use their mobile phone in   
 school until 3.30

• On no account must a mobile phone   
 ever be seen in class

• Repeat offenders will receive a C3   
 detention or a day in the RLC

Friends and Colleagues gathered together 
on Tuesday 11th December to lay a plaque 
dedicated to Silvana Aoudjet, our much loved 
former librarian, who passed away in August 2013 
after a year long struggle with cancer. The plaque 
lies beneath a cherry tree planted in Silvana’s 
memory.

Due to the generosity of staff and local community 
the school has donated £190 to the Marie Curie 
Hospice in Hampstead, where Silvana was cared 
for during her last days. If you would like to make 
a donation, please visit our Just Giving page in 
Silvana’s memory.

Congratulations to Kingsbury High School student, 
Ally Preston, who has successfully completed a 
Cisco IT Essentials course.

The Cisco IT Essentials course, offers a hands-
on, career-oriented learning experience to help 
students develop computer and career skills. The 
course covers the fundamentals of computer 
hardware and software as well as advanced 
concepts such as security, networking, and the 
responsibilities of an ICT professional. 

The course runs at Kingsbury High School, Bacon 
Lane, NW9 9AT on Saturday from 9:15 to 11:00.

Regular Reminders

Silvana Aoudjet 1961 - 2013Cisco IT Essentials

• Tuesday 28th January - Year 12 
Parents’ Evening

• Tuesday 4th February - Excel Day 6

• Tuesday 11th February - Year 11 
Parents’ Evening

• Monday 17th - Friday 21st February -  
Half Term

• Wednesday 5th March - Excel Day 7

• Thursday 13th March - Spring Concert

• Tuesday 18th March - Year 10 Parents’ 
Evening

• Wednesday 26th - Friday 28th March - 
Lest We Forget Production

• Thursday 27th March - Excel Day 8

• Monday 31st March - school finishes at 
2.10 for important staff meeting

• Monday 7th - Monday 21st April - Easter 
Break

• Tuesday 22nd April - Training Day

Key Dates
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