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Kingsbury High School’s Lower School Library held 
their 7th Annual Mini Christmas Fair during lunchtime 
on the 5th December 2014. It has always been a 
very popular event with a very large attendance.

This year all the proceeds of the fair went to The 
Village School for their toy library, which is always in 
need of new toys.

The Students enjoyed a Lucky Dip, Raffle, 
Stationery, Bric a brac and craft stall, Sweet stall 
and bookmark sale. A total of £250 was taken 
during 50 minutes.

On Friday 30th January 2015, Kingsbury High School 
held a quiz night to raise money for the Save the 
Children Ebola Appeal.

Members of staff, students, parents, governors and 
the local community were invited to enjoy the 
event which, along with the quiz, also included 
music performances by Sixth Form students and a 
raffle prize draw.

Supporting the evening with generous donations 
of vouchers, food and prizes were local businesses 
Nandos, Wiseman & Ashley Opticians, JJ Moon’s, 
Boots, Saracens, Wembley Stadium, Snap Fitness, 
Asda, Sainsbury’s, Pizza Hut, and Marks & Spencer. 

The event, organised by Head of Student 
Development, Ms Sarah Purtill and Sixth Form 
students, Zoe Yerolemou and Naren Kondhia, 
was a huge success and the school raised an 
impressive £1,850 for the Save the Children Ebola 
Appeal.

Zoe in Year 13 said “We chose Save the Children 
as our charity because one of the most heart-
breaking facts about Ebola is that those who have 
it are unable to be comforted by their loved ones 
and no child deserves this fate. 

“It was a successful night that really expressed 
the strength of our community to support such a 
worthy cause.”

Library Fair
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Quiz Night for Save the Children Ebola Appeal

Our Christmas party for senior citizens was held on 
Tuesday 16th December 2014. Our visitors came 
from the Kingsbury area (the Veteran’s Club; 
Harrod Court housing with care; The Willows care 
home; members of local church groups; and 
several ex-members of staff).

The afternoon entertainment included Boccia 
(indoor bowling), a quiz, a presentation of ‘the 
life at Kingsbury High School, a talent contest 
and carol singing. The afternoon ended with a 
Christmas tea.

Senior Citizen’s Christmas Party



On Saturday 24th January 2015 five Kingsbury High 
School, Sixth Form, students volunteered to lend 
a helping hand at the opening ceremony of The 
Institute, Masons House , Valley Drive, Kingsbury. 
Students had varied roles on the day including 
conducting guided tours to invited guests; handing 
out leaflets; preparing and arranging rooms for 
entertainment; and mingling with visitors. Students 
also had the opportunity to view stained glass 
and pottery classes; enjoy entertainment from 
the Shree Muktajeevan Pipe Band and classical 
Indian dancer, Meena Raj; and network with artists, 
musicians, local councillors and Deputy Mayor, 
Councillor Lesley Jones.
The Institute’s Outreach Manager, Rubena Jafery 
said “Sixth Form students from Kingsbury High 
School were a ray of sunshine, enthusiastic, warm 
and intelligent. They were very well received by 
everyone.  I will welcome them back on events 
planned for the future as they are familiar now with 
what The Institute offers and our ethos. They were 
fantastic – all of them.”
Volunteer and Year 12 student, Gopi Vekaria, said 
“Having the opportunity to help promote the arts is 
a real privilege. 
I feel that having The Institute in Kingsbury will really 
encourage people to get more involved in art of 
all forms. Thank you to The Institute for giving us the 
opportunity to be a part of this.”
The Institute has been based in Hampstead for 
over a hundred years and are dedicated to life-
long learning. They offer courses in a range of 
subjects, but specialise in the arts. On relocating to 
Kingsbury, Greville Waterman, Chief Executive of 
The Institute said “Masons House represents a new 
beginning for The Institute.
We are very excited by the prospect of being 
able to continue the high quality provision of adult 
education in North London for which the Institute 
is renowned and believe that our new location will 
be ideally suited for all our needs.
We would like to thank all our students for their 
continued support and will do our utmost to retain 
the trust and loyalty of our existing student base, 
as well as work hard to attract new students from 
Kingsbury, the surrounding areas, as well as the 
Jubilee Line footprint.”

The Institute – Opening Ceremony 2015
Dear parents, carers and members of the 
community,

The national exam league tables came out at 
the end of last month and I’m pleased to say 
that Kingsbury High featured very well in them. 
We were fourth of fourteen Brent schools for five 
A*-C including English and Maths at GCSE and 
third for average points score at A level and for 
the percentage of pupils achieving at least AAB 
in the “facilitating” subjects required by the top 
universities. We’re ambitious to achieve more, 
of course, and are currently highly focussed on 
pushing our Year 11 and 13 students as far as they 
can go.

You can read about our mock exam results day 
elsewhere in this bulletin. At that event I said to the 
students that whatever they felt about their mock 
results, they would feel a hundred times more 
intensely on 20th August when their GCSE results 
come out and that there was still all to play for. 
We’re supporting them with additional help, with a 
whole range of extra Maths classes, for example.

The final stage of our revised curriculum comes 
into being soon and this month the first year group 
through - the current year 10 - make the choice 
for the extra GCSE they will study in Year 11, to 
which we will be devoting four hours per week of 
study time. There’s the space for this because they 
will have taken their creative or practical option 
a year early along with, in most cases, Religious 
Education. By the time you read this, we will be 
just about to hold our Year 10 information evening 
for parents and students are being briefed in 
assembly.

Of course, no sooner had our own curriculum 
changes become embedded than the 
government introduced whole scale changes to 
the exam system. Our staff are busy preparing for 
these, which will fit nicely into the curriculum model 
we have established.

Kingsbury High is about much, much more than a 
good formal curriculum and great grades, though. 
We’re every bit as proud of our enrichment work 
which, particularly in the sixth form, particularly with 
respect to student leadership, is unquestionably 
the best for miles around. A league table for that 
would put us top without question!

Jeremy Waxman OBE
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On Thursday 17th December 2014, former students 
were invited back to Kingsbury High School to 
attend an Awards Evening.
The evening was made up with a mixture of 
nostalgia, as alumni looked back at photographs 
of their time at Kingsbury High School; pride, as 
they collected their awards; entertainment, as they 
watched current students perform in a musical 
interlude; and reunion, as they were reunited with 
their old classmates.
Awards included Achievement in the Face of 
Adversity; the Most Outstanding Contribution to the 
Life of the School; and Outstanding Public Service.
Xhesilda Kurtaj received the Outstanding Public 
Service award and said “For me it was just a great 
feeling to be reunited with everyone on such a 
lovely evening. It was a pleasure to receive an 
award that recognised my contributions to the 
school.”
Amro Nagdy said “It was a great night and 
opportunity to catch up with many friends and 
teachers who helped support me to be where I 
am today. I won several awards but the one that 
caught me by surprise was definitely the one for 
Intellectual Curiosity - which was awarded to me 
because of my engagement with the Forum and 
other activities run by Mr. Mitchell over my two 
years in the Sixth Form. I was happy to attend and 
everyone should be proud of their achievements, 
whether they received an award or not!”
Thanks to Bruce Viveash for the photography.

Roof works on Kingsbury High School’s lower school 
buildings have been completed. 
The buildings will now retain more heat and reduce 
the school’s carbon footprint.
Site Manager for Breyer Group PLC Ltd, Les Evers, 
said “I am pleased to say that the roof has been 
laid to a very high standard. On a personal note, 
the roofing team and I were very happy with the 
working relationship we had with Kingsbury High. 
A special mention goes to the caretakers on both 
sites whose cooperation aided the smooth running 
of the job.”
The project has been entered to the National 
Federation of Roofing Contractors Roofing Awards.
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The Roof Project

 
 

Four Sixth Form students have set up a club to help 
their younger peers learn to ride a bicycle. The club 
is an extension of a recent trip to Quinta where 
Year 7 students were taught by Mrs Woodrow and 
the Sixth Form students. 
The Year 12s give up one lunch time a week to 
deliver the sessions where they identify the specific 
needs of each learner.
Warda Batool, Year 7 student, said “The Sixth 
Formers tell me what I’m doing wrong and how 
I should improve. I would like to say thank you to 
them. It’s really helping me and I’m really looking 
forward to going next week.”

Bike Club



In each newsletter, we will publish our regular 
reminders, so that they’re never far from your 
thoughts!
Uniform

• Plain black footwear, please: no stripes or  
 logos
• One crested item to be worn at all times
• Plain hijabs, where worn, in blue, black,   
 white or grey
• No garments which might be described as  
 “hoodies”

Mobile Phones
• All students: mobile phones must never 

be seen in class or when out of class 
during class times: consequence - 
immediate C3

• In K: Apart from during class times, 
phones may be used anytime, any 
place

• In T: Apart from during class times, 
phones may be used outside the 
building. They may only be used inside 
the building after 3.30. Consequence 
for a phone being seen inside the 
building: C3

 
 

Kingsbury hosted the first round of the national 
Urban Debate League on Thursday 22nd January 
2015, as part of the school’s link with Debate 
Mate. With five outside schools participating in two 
rounds of debate involving over 100 students, it 
was a really successful evening, and Kingsbury High 
School students showed themselves and Kingsbury 
in the best of lights.

Results will be published, along with Kingsbury’s 
ranking, once all the first rounds have been 
completed. You can find these soon on the 
Debate Mate website.

On Thursday 15th January 2015 Year 11 students 
received their GCSE mock exam results in a results 
day simulation.
Students arrived to the school as normal, but were 
led to the hall to pick up envelopes containing 
their mock results; they then had some reflection 
time with their form tutors; and attended an 
assembly with various presentations.
Assistant Headteacher, Christopher Dias, said 
“We hope the results day simulation will be a 
springboard to energise the students in the run 
up to their summer exams. A lot of planning and 
preparation went into making this a meaningful 
experience for our students so they get a sense of 
what to expect in August.”

Regular Reminders

Urban Debate LeagueMock Results Day

• Monday 16th - Friday 20th February - 
Half Term

• Wednesday 4th March - Excel Day 7

• Thursday 12th March - Spring Concert

• Tuesday 17th March - Year 10 Parents’ 
Evening

• Thursday 26th March - Excel Day 8

• Friday 27th March - Training Day

• Monday 30th March - Friday 10th April - 
Easter Holiday

Key Dates
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