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On Friday 15th May Year 7 & 9 Dance and Music 
Ambassadors from Kingsbury High lead 60 students 
from Oliver Goldsmith Primary School in The Big 
Dance Pledge. The Big Dance Pledge happens 
all over the world to get everyone involved in 
dance and exercise. Kingsbury High ambassadors 
did an excellent job in leading the primary school 
students. To end the day, students performed the 
choreography in front of 80 Year 9 students.
Year 9 student, Jumana Elsheikh Ali, said “I really 
enjoyed passing on my passion for dance to the 
primary students.”

 
 

During March and April, a group of Year 10 
students participated in three motivational 
workshops to raise their confidence; provide them 
with a connection between their studies and the 
world of work; and to get them to think about their 
future career paths.
At each of the workshops, organised by Future First, 
four former Kingsbury High School students were 
invited back to school as role models.
Louis Cheshire left Kingsbury High School in 2007 
and currently works as a Support Worker and a 
Freelance Photographer. Louis attended the first 
session and said “When I was that age I wasn’t 
really sure what I wanted to do after education. 
What I wanted to convey to the students is that 
there isn’t one universally ‘right’ way to do things 
– that there are countless ways of getting to 
the place in life you want to be. Sometimes you 
have to take a chance and try something new. 
It doesn’t always work out the way you imagined 
it would, but as long as you learn from the 
experience and better yourself for it, it should never 
be considered a mistake. I saw some keen minds in 
that workshop and with the support and guidance 
of the school and Future First I’m sure they will 
achieve great things.”
In the second session, students heard from alumni 
volunteers about how both good and bad grades 
can impact on future education & employment 
opportunities. They also found out which skills, 
gained from subjects studied at school, the 
volunteers use most in their jobs. Volunteers then 
helped students identify how their subjects and 
interests can be applied to different jobs.
The third session saw alumni volunteers act 
as coaches and helped guide students into 
thinking more laterally about their talents and 
achievements. The activity culminated in a 
conversation about future career options based on 
the students’ strengths and skills.
Kingsbury High School and Future First, would like to 
thank the alumni volunteers for giving up their time 
to assist in these workshops.

The Big Dance Pledge
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The Tennis Foundation has partnered with the 
Youth Sports Trust to deliver an exciting new 
programme called Beyond the Baseline.

Beyond the Baseline uses tennis and inspirational 
tennis mentors to nurture students’ aspirations 
and puts them on the path to achieving them. 
Kingsbury High School’s selected students are lucky 
to work with Paralympic Wheelchair tennis player 
and mentor, Louise Hunt, over three sessions.

The Year 9 students were inspired by Louise when 
hearing about her experiences of playing tennis 
and the obstacles she has overcome both on and 
off the court; and they had a series of practical 
sessions where they learnt the rules of the game, 
how to umpire, exercises and techniques they can 
use while playing tennis and they learnt how these 
skills relate to real life.

The students will use their newly found skills to 
run tennis sessions for Year 3 and 4 students from 
surrounding primary schools.

Louise said “I am really excited to be working with 
the students from Kingsbury High. Last week was 
my first visit and I was really impressed with the 
students’ enthusiasm to embrace the Beyond the 
Baseline programme. I am really looking forward 
to my up and coming visits and seeing the young 
peoples’ project taking shape!”

Beyond the Baseline

Dear parents, carers and members of the 
community,
You’ll see a wonderful collage of photographs on 
the front page of this edition, taken from the final 
day of school for Year 11 before they commenced 
their programme of final revision and examinations. 
They reflect a superb day, with a wonderfully 
joyous atmosphere – and a few tears thrown in 
for good measure. A marathon final assembly, 
some two hours in length, featured videos, 
speeches from students and a lot of laughter. It 
was preceded by the traditional shirt signing and 
concluded with students reading letters written to 
them by their parents, expressing their pride in their 
achievements and their best wishes for the exams 
to come. It was a truly emotional conclusion to a 
great event. We wish them all the very best and 
hope to see many of them back with us in the sixth 
form. 
We haven’t stopped preparing our year 11s for 
their GCSEs even now. They have a programme 
of morning revision sessions which continues until 
the end of the first week after half term. Half term 
itself sees a revision school in Maths for forty invited 
students. And a study room is available to them 
throughout the examination season.
We’re now feverishly planning for our Year 8 
Graduation. Following two years where we took 
the whole of the year group to a theatre for the 
event, we’re trying it out in school. We have some 
very imaginative ideas for it which we look forward 
to sharing with Year 8 and their parents. Look out 
for the big banner advertising it on the side of the 
Tylers Hall!
This final half term begins on a Tuesday – 2nd 
June – at the usual time of 8.40. The day before 
that we have a staff training day during which 
we’ll be gearing up for the government’s new 
“linear” A levels. These require students to retain 
the two years’ knowledge for a final examination 
rather than jettisoning it en route as each module 
is taken: a more traditional and more challenging 
approach – and a better one. We look forward to 
preparing our students for it.
Jeremy Waxman OBE 
Headteacher
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On Thursday 26th March 2015 an initiative called 
Your Life You Choose visited Kingsbury High School 
to deliver a programme to Year 7 students.
The multi-agency initiative is aimed at deterring 
young people from a life of crime by making 
them aware of the consequences; it draws on 
the knowledge, expertise and experiences of 
Magistrates, the Metropolitan Police Service, Victim 
Support, Her Majesty’s Prison Service and ex-
offenders from Directions Project UK.
The 300 students met local Magistrates; two Brent 
Police Officers who highlighted the seriousness 
of joint enterprise; they listened intently to ex-
offenders who spoke in detail about life in prison, 
regrets and turning their lives around; they were 
repulsed to hear about wall-less toilets from a Prison 
Manager at HMP Wormwood Scrubs; and they 
listened to representatives from Victim Support who 
offered guidance about what to do if they find 
themselves in danger.
Michael Sherwood, Custodial Manager at HMP 
Wormwood Scrubs said “Projects like these are 
invaluable in informing our young people of the 
consequences of coming to prison, the future 
problems of having a criminal record and the pain 
caused to both victim and their family when they 
commit a crime. 
“Attending Kingsbury was a great joy – meeting 
students who, really wanted to know how things 
work, some really great questions, some of which I 
would have expected from an older class. I hope 
they got as much enjoyment out of the day as I did 
delivering the talks.”
The day culminated in an assembly where students 
heard from The Mayor of Brent, Councillor Kana 
Naheerathan, followed by a Q&A session where 
students asked the visitors challenging questions to 
which the answers were wholeheartedly honest.
Year Leader at Kingsbury High School, Helen Snow, 
said “Hopefully our students will keep this day with 
them for the rest of their days so that they can 
make positive choices in their future.”

Earlier this year, Kingsbury High School hosted a 
workshop for Year 9 students facilitated by the 
Institute of Grocery Distribution (IGD) and Future 
First. The initiative, called Feeding Britain’s Future, 
provided students with an insight into the world 
of work, and supported them in thinking about 
the skills and strengths they are developing across 
their academic choices and how they connect to 
working life.
Volunteers from Greencore Food to Go, Compass 
Group, Sainsbury’s and Waitrose gave up their time 
to attend the two hour workshop at Kingsbury High.
Students were invited to guess the jobs of the 
volunteers by listening to and viewing clues; 
students then heard about the pathway the 
volunteers took to get to their chosen careers; and 
through a series of activities, students were able 
to look at their own transferable skills and the link 
between how the subjects they are studying at 
school can influence their future careers.
Ian Cadwell, Supermarket Assistant on Customer 
Service and Cheese & Delicatessen Specialist 
Trainee for Waitrose attended the workshop and 
said “I thought the workshop was fantastic, the 
students were very engaging and after initial 
hesitancy, which I assume were nerves, seemed to 
open up and asked more in depth questions about 
our jobs and how we got to where we are today. 
“The students presented themselves in a manner 
that any employer would be looking for. They were 
polite, confident, and interested in listening about 
what we all had to say.”
Year 9 student, Rilik Osmani, said “I enjoyed the 
workshop because it inspired me to reach for my 
goals and to push myself. It taught me that I have 
to try hard in all subjects, not just the ones I like, 
because situations can change easily. It also gave 
me an idea of what subjects you need for different 
jobs.
“We could all relate to the consumer goods 
volunteers as they told us about their lives as 
children and how they got to where they are now. 
Also, when I realised what amazing jobs some 
of the volunteers had, I had a picture of what I 
wanted to be in the future.”
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Feeding Britain’s Future



In each newsletter, we will publish our regular 
reminders, so that they’re never far from your 
thoughts!
Uniform

• Plain black footwear, please: no stripes or  
 logos
• One crested item to be worn at all times
• Plain hijabs, where worn, in blue, black,   
 white or grey
• No garments which might be described as  
 “hoodies”

Mobile Phones
• All students: mobile phones must never 

be seen in class or when out of class 
during class times: consequence - 
immediate C3

• In K: Apart from during class times, 
phones may be used anytime, any 
place

• In T: Apart from during class times, 
phones may be used outside the 
building. They may only be used inside 
the building after 3.30. Consequence 
for a phone being seen inside the 
building: C3

 
 

Brave New Voices is a collection of poems and 
short stories created by the Year 9 Accelerated 
Learning Group. Students in the group have 
studied, performed and adapted a wide range of 
poetry and prose over the year as well as creating 
their own writing, both in class and independently 
outside of lessons.
Teacher, Chris Beschi, mentored them on the 
project and said “The group have excelled in 
this area of study and have been prolific in their 
production. They have grown in confidence and 
ability and have achieved some outstanding 
results; a selection of which is included in this 
anthology.”

 
 

The Sixth Form welcomed a visit on Tuesday 
Tuesday 21st April from Peter Read, General Partner 
of Google Ventures, who gave a fascinating talk 
on his role as an ‘angel investor’ for entrepreneurs 
in the technology sector. Outlining the stages 
of bringing a new idea to market, and what 
an investor looks for, students were given an 
insight to some exciting new business ideas and 
some thoughts on current trends. He answered 
questions on his day-to-day work, the similarities 
and differences between his role and the investors 
on ‘Dragons’ Den’, the risks of becoming an 
entrepreneur and the value of living and working in 
other countries. 

Regular Reminders

Brave New VoicesGoogle Ventures

• Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May - 
Half Term

• Monday 1st June - Training Day

• Tuesday 9th June - Year 8 into Year 9 
Choices Information Evening

• Tuesday 30th June - Year 11 Russell 
Group Day

• Wednesday 1st July - Excel Day 9 

• Thursday 2nd July - Excel Day 10

• Friday 3rd July - Excel Day 11

• Tuesday 7th July - Year 8 Graduation

• Thursday 9th July - Year 7 & 9 Evening 
of Achievement

• Friday 10th - Sunday 12th July -  ‘Red 
Jackets’ Weekend

• Monday 13th July - Evening for New 
Year 7 Parents

• Monday 20th July - Training Day

Key Dates
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