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The dulcet tones of opera filled the corridors on 
Friday 23rd October as the English National Opera’s 
Opera Squad took over Kingsbury High for the day.
Students and staff were introduced to opera, as 
both spectator and performer, through a range 
of activities including assemblies, ensemble, choir 
and workshops. Pop up performances took place 
in unlikely areas around the school where lucky 
bystanders heard professional opera singers and 
viewed their performances at close range.
Head of Music at Kingsbury High, Matthew 
Dominé said “I was particularly impressed by 
the skill the English National Opera showed in 
bringing a challenging musical genre, like opera, 
to our students and to get them all involved and 
enjoying the opportunity to sing together. The 
pop-up performances throughout the school were 
amazing and the students were clearly inspired. 
There will be future opportunities for our students to 
experience opera and I, along with them, cannot 
wait”.
Year 10 student Livya Mathialagan was inspired to 
write a piece about her experience in which she 
said “Towards the end of the day, a few students 
from the school’s Guitar Ensemble, including myself 
and the school’s Choir, were able to perform 
with the English National Opera. This, to me, was 
the most memorable and enjoyable part of the 
day. Adding to my knowledge, I was taught how 
to work in an ensemble better and encouraged 
to learn (on the spot) new songs to perform just 
minutes after. It was great to be a part of a group 
known all over the world and I would consider 
myself and others, for a brief time, members of the 
English National Opera.”
Head of Faculty, Annette Woodrow said “The choir 
held at lunchtime with the English National Opera 
was brilliant. It was exhilarating to sing alongside 
such powerful singers. I thoroughly enjoy singing 
and had forgotten how uplifting it can be. The 
English National Opera team were very skilled in 
bringing together a random group and making 
us feel that we had achieved a great deal in a 
short time. The choice of music was excellent – 
looking around there was pleasure on the faces of 
everyone.”
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On Friday 20th November the school hosted its first 
ever Total Communication Resource Alumni Day. 
Former Kingsbury High students from the Deaf & 
Hearing Impaired communities visited the school to 
inspire the next generation of students.
They spent the day sharing their experiences of 
their time at Kingsbury High, spoke of their journey 
since then and of what they are doing now. They 
attended Kingsbury High between the years 1988 
-2015 so their ages ranged from 16 – 39 bringing 
with them a wealth of advice, knowledge and 
nostalgia.
24 year-old Abdulla Mustafa left school in 2008. He 
has since continued his education, travelled the 
world (playing basketball and working with the 
Deaf community in the Philippines) and has set up 
his own company in Internet Marketing. Speaking 
at the event he said “When I saw the school, I 
thought ‘wow, it seems really small now’. We didn’t 
have smart phones or facebook back then, but 
these things really help me now. I was obsessed 
with basketball and today I want to go out there 
[in the playground] and play basketball again.” His 
identical twin brother, Abdulrahman Mustafa, cuts 
in and says “I was really interested in Drama and 
Art and Abdulla was into Sports. I remember having 
Ms Winter in Year 7 to Year 9, you did History with 
us and you were explaining about Henry VIII and I’ll 
never forget that. That was my first one-to-one with 
you and you communicated really well.”
Communication Support Worker, Natalie Winter, 
organised the event and said “It was very 
interesting and exciting to hear about the progress 
of each former student. After leaving Kingsbury 
High they have followed an astounding range of 
careers in education and employment and they 
all said that they valued the support they received 
during their time at school.
“The day was a great success. We would like to 
thank these young people for offering their time to 
present themselves as positive role models and to 
support our students at Kingsbury High.”

Total Communication Resource Alumni Day



The launch of KHS Unplugged, a series of lunchtime 
concerts, took place on Tuesday 10th November 
in The Hub, a new venue within the Kingsbury High 
Lower school building. The initiative, organised by 
Mr Dominé, provides an opportunity for students 
to perform live, in a relaxed environment to an 
audience of staff and students.
Head of Music, Mr Dominé said “The school have 
now got this fantastic space which I thought 
would be perfect for informal music performances. 
I wanted to give our talented students more 
opportunities to perform, to share their talents 
and to inspire others to get involved. There was 
a real excitement to hear some of our most 
talented musicians and there is already a sense of 
anticipation for the next event in 2 weeks time.”
The first KHS Unplugged event featured music from 
Ziena Idani, Laveen Chandnani & Gautam Dahale 
and was very well received by both students and 
staff.
KHS Unplugged will take place every week 
B Tuesday in The Hub. Students and staff are 
welcome to attend and anyone wanting to 
perform should contact Mr Dominé.
Follow us on twitter for podcasts and video clips:
@kingsburyhigh and @KHSMusic

KHS Unplugged 
 
Dear parents, carers 
and members of the 
community,
As we approach 
the festive season, 
it’s great to be able 
to share some more 
good news with you.
We have just received the national comparisons 
of results for all schools at GCSE level and I am 
delighted to be able to tell you that Kingsbury High 
is once again very highly rated when it comes to 
the progress students make between the ages of 
11 and 16 – at the 14th “percentile” to be exact. 
That means one seventh of the schools in the 
country are above us and six sevenths below. 
We are also described as “significantly above” 
the national average for the percentage of 
our students who gained five A*-C grades (69% 
compared with a national average this year of 
56%). 
Of course, we’d love to be higher still and we will 
be aiming to further improve our results this year.
Away from the numbers, I am delighted to be 
able to inform you about a proposal we have to 
improve our sports facilities on the T site. We have 
partnered with Power League to develop one 
large 11-a-side hybrid football/hockey pitch, one 
multi-sport pitch, four standard 5-a-side pitches 
and two cricket nets. A range of further school 
improvements would be carried out as part of the 
scheme, including refurbishment of the existing 
sports halls, improvements to the school playing 
field and redecoration of the existing school 
changing rooms. 
Throughout term time, the facilities would be 
available for school use from Monday to Friday 
during normal school hours and after school, with 
the pitches available for Power League to hire out 
during the week from 5.30pm until 10.30pm and 
at the weekend. We will provide you with more 
information as the proposals develop.
We finish this term at 12.30 on Friday 18th 
December. That will be a non-uniform day for Years 
7-9 only. Year 10 should come in uniform and for 
Year 11 it’s an optional charity day at the end of 
their mocks.
Next term starts for students at 11.20 on Monday 
4th January. Students should go to their form rooms 
first.
I hope you and your children have a great 
Christmas holiday and I look forward to seeing you 
at one of the parents’ evenings we hold over the 
coming months.
Jeremy Waxman OBE
Headteacher
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Thursday 3rd December saw over 70 students 
performing in the Music, Dance & Drama 
Performance Evening at Kingsbury High School. The 
evening consisted of a range of performances of 
an extremely high quality from individuals, pairs as 
well as larger ensembles.
There was a full audience of family, friends, staff 
and students who thoroughly enjoyed the evening 
and were full of praise with many commenting on 
how much the students have developed their skills 
during their time at Kingsbury High School.
Mr Fuller who was in attendance said “This was my 
first time coming to the Music, Dance & Drama 
Performance Evening and I’ll definitely be back 
next year! I was very impressed with what was 
a true variety show. The solo choreography was 
amazing and the group dances were polished and 
really exciting to watch. I enjoyed the guitar, brass 
and piano ensembles, and even the transition 
between acts was very professional and kept the 
pace of the evening moving nicely. Clearly a lot 
of time and effort had been put in by the students 
and their teachers”.
Jumana, one of the talented Year 10 GCSE Dance 
students said “My group and I have worked a lot 
on our street dance but at the end it all paid off 
and the applause was just overwhelming”.
If you want to see more Music, Dance & Drama 
please come to see the school production of Fame 
which runs from the 3rd to the 6th February.

 
 

On Friday 8th December a special assembly was 
held for Year 8 students which saw the launch of 
their campaign to raise awareness and funds for 
the charity Cancer Research UK.
Friday’s assembly gave Year 8s an opportunity to 
meet Kingsbury High’s Year 11 charity committee 
member, Ilyas Solayman and the Year 13 mentors, 
who will be helping with events.
Speaking at the assembly, Ilyas said “To me, charity 
is so much more than just giving or donating 
money. It’s more about showing love and care to 
those around you. It’s about understanding the 
difficult circumstances people are in and doing 
something for them, making a difference in their 
lives and expecting no rewards back. It’s about 
doing something voluntarily even if you are in a 
better position because sometimes they are not as 
fortunate as us.
“Charity is quite an emotional and sensitive thing 
and I believe that we can do lots to help. I try to 
donate my time, do voluntary work, donate a 
book or something. It’s not just giving money when 
I have money or loose change; it’s about giving 
thought to what I am doing.
“Last year I took part in many events. One was 
the Santa Dash which was a run we did for St 
Luke’s Hospice in December and it was a really 
good event because I got together with many 
people I didn’t know. I learnt about caring about 
other people, not just myself. I think it’s really great 
this school does a lot to do with charity work, 
especially when you’re growing up.”
Year 13 mentors introduced themselves and 
spoke of the different ways they will be helping 
throughout the campaign.
The assembly concluded with Year 13s, leading by 
example by, donating items into charity boxes with 
the words ‘I’m helping to beat cancer’ written on 
them.
Year Leader, Helen Snow, said “We looked at past 
successful events hoping to inspire a new group of 
almost teenagers to be thoughtful at a time when 
the world can be all about themselves.
“The students have grasped the challenge with 
both hands and are excited about what they can 
do. They have brought many donations to my 
office, filling 2 charity sacks already.”
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On Wednesday 25th November four students 
represented Kingsbury High School at the Bank of 
England Target 2.0 national competition for schools 
in which they were required to set monetary policy 
and justify their decision for the interest rate they 
set.
The Kingsbury team acquitted themselves very 
well and finished as runners up in the London heat 
to the The Tiffin Girls’ School. Other competing 
schools included: The King Alfred School, Ashmole 
Academy, Sutton Grammar School and Tiffin 
School for boys.

 

Kingsbury High School’s Young Enterprise 
team, Neos, enjoyed a very successful evening 
representing the school at the Interim showcase 
held at North London Collegiate School on 
Wednesday 2nd December 2015.
Neos presented their Young Enterprise journey 
so far and their current and final product 
ideas through a trade stand and a 3 minute 
presentation. They were asked questions by the 
Harrow and Brent Mayors and Young Enterprise 
judges.
As a result, the team were awarded with a Gold 
award and were commended for their trade 
stand, great business concept and presentation.

 

Amritpal Kaur Nangla attended Kingsbury High 
School from 2002 – 2007. Amritpal was born 
profoundly deaf and raised in bilateral mainstream 
world. She can sign BSL (British Sign Language) and 
can speak English. 
“During my early years at Kingsbury, I faced difficult 
situations where people saw me differently due 
to my deafness. I didn’t care at the time because 
I had my family and trusted friends. My parents 
taught me to be strong and keep going; I wasn’t 
made to feel ashamed of who I am. Occasionally 
I felt left out because most hearing students never 
made effort to communicate with me. Kingsbury 
High taught me huge strength and patience to 
deal with these situations which has helped me

 
majorly in later life. I have so many amazing 
memories of school: teaching BSL to Kingsbury 
students, playing cricket with my classmates, 
art classes and many more. My Kingsbury years 
were definitely a huge rollercoaster, but I have no 
regrets!”
After studying Law, Media Studies, 3D & Fine 
Art and Computer Science at Harrow College, 
Amritpal chose to study 3D Animation. “I went to 
the University of Arts London to study a Foundation 
degree in Animation then progressed to BA Hons 
Digital Animation in the University of Hertfordshire. 
Unfortunately, during my second year, I felt I was 
faced with severe disability discrimination so I 
made the very tough decision to leave and took a 
gap year. During that year, I set up my own three 
businesses with a group of trusted friends, which 
was fun. But I continued feeling lost and suddenly, 
I came across a film scholarship competition to 
study in one of the top and famous film schools 
in the world. I thought ‘why not’ and went for it. I 
made a short animation. I won. And here I am in 
Vancouver Film School (VFS) in Canada, the one 
of the top 5 best film schools in the world, studying 
3D Animation and VFX. My journey from Kingsbury 
High to VFS was unforgettable, amazing! Our 
school, Kingsbury High, gave me huge passion 
to study, giving me opportunities to pursue my 
passions further. It taught me who I am, allowing 
me to grow into who I am now.”
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