
KINGSBURY HIGH SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

ISSUE 13 - February 2016

 
 

On the 15th December 2015 a special presentation 
event took place for Kingsbury High School 
students who embarked on the seemingly 
impossible task to write a novel within five days.
Over the October half term, eight Year 10 
students worked with White Water Writer’s Camp 
to achieve their goal. After an intense week of 
brainstorming, storyboarding, character creating, 
writing and editing, using a complex system which 
is actually used to design computer software, they 
completed their novel.
At the presentation event students saw their 
published book, Spies, Lies and Disguises, for the 
first time. Their achievement was celebrated with 
an iced cake in the shape of an open book with 
each of their names adorned on it; Headteacher, 
Jeremy Waxman OBE, presented the students with 
a certificate and a gift wrapped copy of the novel; 
and signed copies were presented to the school’s 
Library Manager, Tracy Fildalgo, to be housed in 
the school libraries.
Vinitha Vasantharajah recalls her experiences 
of the project and says “I loved coming up with 
ideas and discussing the story as well as editing 
and drafting. It felt amazing when the book was 
completed. We worked as a great team, achieved 
a lot and were all happy with the result. I just 
wanted to keep on editing, drafting and writing. 
I did not want it to end because I was having so 
much fun.”
Kingsbury High School’s EAL Teacher, Agnieszka 
Owczarek, organised the event with White 
Water Writer’s Camp and said “All students, who 
participated in the writing workshop, have worked 
very hard in all sessions going beyond what was 
necessary and accomplishing their goal of writing 
their own novel in such a short period of time. 
They are very enthusiastic, inspiring and talented 
youngsters – a credit to Kingsbury High School and 
real role models for other students at our school.”
Congratulations to the following students: Asma 
Mohamed, Hassan Naima, Kassandra Chase, 
Luxshayan Balakumar, Sankeeth Balaraman, 
Tahmeenah Rahman, Vinitha Vasantharajah and 
Zubeyda Elmi.
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Spies, Lies and Disguises  

Last week (3rd - 6th February) saw the culmination 
of four months hard work by the students and staff 
of Kingsbury High School with the performances 
of the school production of ‘Fame Jr’. There were 
five performances which featured 36 performers 
from years 7 - 12 and a backstage team of Sixth 
Form students. The show was a huge success with 
fantastic support from students, staff, friends and 
family, many of whom attended more than one 
performance. 
Sara Dehvari who played Grace (Lambchops) 
Lamb said “In Fame I had the chance to become 
someone different on stage. I was able to relate 
to a character who shared many differences 
and similarities to me. Throughout the experience 
I made amazing friends and was able to make 
people smile by doing something I love. I feel that 
doing just that is what made everything worthwhile 
and I will remember it for the rest of my life.”

Fame Jr



“It was with sadness that we left Quinta for the final 
time in October. We have been visiting Quinta 
Hall for approximately 14 years introducing Year 
7’s to the ethos of the School through the vehicle 
of residential education. The generations of year 
groups that have passed through the Hall have all 
come to appreciate it as our home in Shropshire.
“We are anxious to ensure that all that was good 
about Quinta is reproduced at our new venue 
near Amersham. It has a similar welcoming “feel” 
and we are confident that our new venture is 
going to be a success. The close proximity to 
London will allow us to work with our whole year 
group and to share more widely the benefits that 
this type of education brings.
“On Monday 14th December a group of staff, Sixth 
Form students and Lower School students worked 
together to plan our new venture and sample 
some of the activities. We will now get planning 
in earnest for what promises to be a very exciting 
and thoroughly worthwhile project.” Annette 
Woodrow, Head of Faculty for Physical Education 
and Extended Learning.
The following photographs were taken at our new 
venue.

Quinta 2015 – The End of an Era

Kingsbury High Peelers brought Fame Junior to 
the Tylers Hall for a run of five performances early 
February. This joyous, exuberant production played 
to excellent audiences and showcased the variety 
of talent on offer at our very own high school.
Akira Allman was excellent as Nick Piazza, 
thoughtful and a little worn down by the years he 
had spent being dragged on stage by his mother 
as a child performer. Ziena Idani played Serena 
with an appropriate blend of wide eyed optimism 
and resignation in the face of getting her second 
choice Romeo. Both carried their set piece songs 
with verve and style. Anuj Chitroda gave a very 
mature performance as Schlomo Metzenbaum.
Maaran Thirumanokaran was a chirpily cheeky Joe 
Vegas, neither wanting nor wanted as Romeo and 
newcomer Hassan Mohamed was a revelation 
as the illiterate teenager, Tyrone Jackson, full of 
injured pride, with a suberbly sustained American 
accent. Tiana Delisser, Vinitha Vasantharajah 
and Abitha Naganathan all had tremendous 
stage presence, with Tiana the exemplification of 
precisely phrased elocution. 
Christina Aquino and Isabel Rozanski were brilliant 
as opposing teachers, the one passionately 
defending the idiosyncrasies of her star performer, 
the other determined that he qualify in English; 
their head to head across the stage was forcefully 
acted and very well sung. Daniella Kenga Bila and 
Jumana Elsheikh Ali played their teacher parts 
with poise and aplomb and Sara Dehvari played 
Lambchops with just the right amount of rock chick 
cool opposite Nouh El-Ouaz’s ably played Goody.
Not least, the chorus provided magnificent scene 
transitions and the whole stage choreography 
was staggering, filled left to right, top to bottom in 
ingeniously formed tableaux.
At the end of it all we were left unsure about 
whether we really did know whether “acting is 
the hardest profession in the world” or whether 
singing or dancing is, but what we did know was 
that the “hard work” of the cast and their staff 
directors had combined to produce a joyful series 
of performances which, particularly before a 
packed house Friday night, showed Kingsbury High 
at its multi-talented, soaringly spirited best. Bring on 
tomorrow! JW
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Fame - by our man in the front row with the orange 
squash and a tub of popcorn



On Thursday 26th November, a group of Sixth 
Form girls were invited to the Capgemini offices 
in Holborn to attend an evening event called 
Transforming Lives through Technology. Capgemini 
employees gave interactive presentations and 
spoke about their Capgemini journey explaining 
what it is like working for Capgemini in a number of 
different sectors.
Laura Graham & Natasha Pergl, Senior Consultants 
at Capgemini explain that “The technology 
sector is a traditionally male orientated one, 
something that Capgemini is continuously working 
to challenge and change. The event was an 
opportunity for school girls and university students 
to hear from a variety of Capgemini women about 
their career to date, what type of roles they’ve 
had in the technology space and some golden 
nuggets of advice that they’ve learnt along the 
way.
“We presented specifically on our work with a 
global consumer products company and how 
we are helping them transform the way that 
they market to and engage with their consumers 
through technology. The key message that we 
wanted to share with the girls was that technology 
impacts everything we do, both in our work lives 
and in our personal lives.”
Year 12 student, Diksha Gurung, attended the 
event and said “Going to Capgemini was a 
really interesting experience, it was great to see 
top women in industry encouraging the next 
generation to strive for careers in STEM.”
Manisha Sanghani, Head of Computing/ICT at 
Kingsbury High, accompanied the students to 
the event and said “We at Kingsbury are always 
very fortunate to be invited to the business and 
technology events at Capgemini. The Transforming 
Lives through Technology event gave the girls 
an interactive and educating experience of the 
many roles Capgemini women have from Project 
Manager, Consultant or SAP System Expert. It 
was great to hear the different backgrounds and 
experiences that each person had, the different 
companies they work with and also how they have 
overcome any obstacles. The students came away 
with good advice and an insight into the world 
of technology as well as being inspired to be a 
successful woman in male dominated world.”

 
 

Year 10 student, Miranda Collins, won the Rotary 
Young Chef North West London Final 2016 held 
at Park High School, Stanmore. Three professional 
judges: chefs from well-known local restaurants 
praised Miranda on her exceptional culinary and 
presentation skills.
Miranda’s main course was Pan fried duck served 
with sweet potato mash, mushy peas, caramelised 
shallots with a cranberry sauce and her dessert was 
Lemon posset served with shortbread biscuits.
Miranda was presented with a book and trophy 
by the Mayors of Harrow and Barnet. The Mayor of 
Brent Lesley Jones was also present at the event.
Jaysal Halai, also Year 10, competed after winning 
the preliminary round of the competition. He was a 
worthy contestant and produced some very good 
food.
Chair of Youth Services for Rotary club of Northwick 
Park, Pankaj Chahwala, said “I would also like to 
thank Christine Harvey and Pravina Hirani for all 
their hard work in preparing the students for the 
competition in the heats and the Final.”
Miranda went on to compete in the London District 
Final which will took place on Saturday 6th February 
2016 at Redbridge College, Essex.
Thanks to Pankaj for the photographs.

Miranda’s winning dish 
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Young Chef Competition



 
 

On Friday 15th January 2016 Year 11 students 
received their GCSE mock exam results in a results 
day simulation.
Students arrived to the school as normal, but were 
led to the hall to pick up envelopes containing 
their mock results; they then had some reflection 
time with their peers and with their form tutors; and 
attended an assembly with various presentations.
Assistant Headteacher, Christopher Dias, said 
“We hope the results day simulation will be a 
springboard to energise the students in the run up 
to their summer exams.”

 

Year 10 Kingsbury High students recently worked 
with girls in Year 5 from Oliver Goldsmith and Roe 
Green schools as part of the Youth Sports Trust ‘Girls 
Active’ campaign with Kingsbury School Sports 
Partnership.
They introduced taster sessions in activities such as 
dodgeball and boxercise to inspire the younger 
girls to increase their partaking in extra-curricular 
activities. Clubs in both activities will be available 
for the students to sign up to in the New Year.

Mock Results Day 2016Young Enterprise Interim showcase
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Denzel was a student at 
Kingsbury High School from 
2004 - 2011. He is a Geography 
graduate & scholar from the 
Royal Geographical Society. 
Denzel currently works for 
the London Youth Games 
Foundation. 
“The later years of my time at Kingsbury High 
School really opened up a world of opportunities 
to me. At the age of 16 I was involved in as much 
as possible at the school. I played in the orchestra; 
I was heavily into sports and coaching; and 
also, most importantly, took part in volunteering 
in the school community and around London. 
Volunteering had always been for fun and I never 
considered that what I did for fun then, would lead 
me to where I am now.
“Year 12 and 13 were a time to explore my 
choices and I knew I definitely wanted to go to 
University, but not straight away. I was studying 
Law, Economics and Geography at the time 
and Geography was where it was for me. A lot 
of support from my teachers led me to look into 
the number of opportunities to go on to further 
education, but also to take a break. I came 
across a scholarship programme from the Royal 
Geographical Society for which I applied with help 
from Kingsbury High. It was an intimidating process 
but I got through it all and my application was 
successful. 
“The scholarship meant that I was able to take a 
gap year after finishing Sixth Form. It was aimed

at being an educational experience so I wanted 
to explore the Geography of the Americas, the 
landscapes, the people and the languages. 
And so I set off on my adventure travelling to 
the Americas- South, Central and North on a 
scholarship from the Royal Geographical Society. 
“The consistent amount of volunteering I did while 
at school (JSLA, CSLA and general volunteering) 
all led to a number of opportunities. Something 
as simple as offering to take photographs for 
our yearbook in Year 11 introduced me to 
photography. By late 2010 I was still committed 
to volunteering and was photographing sports 
events. The commitment I had to volunteering in 
photography meant I was gaining recognition 
for some of my work, I ended up photographing 
for pieces published by the BBC, London 2012 
and also some private projects. It all started with 
volunteering.
“After leaving school with all of that experience, 
I was taking photographs good enough for 
commissioned work and it eventually funded a lot 
of the travel I did after my gap year.
“Funnily enough, it all comes full circle because 
I now work for London Youth Games, one of the 
organisations I once volunteered for. Maybe 
there’s some irony in the fact that my job title is 
Volunteer Coordinator? 
“My advice to anyone would be to take 
advantage of any opportunity that presents itself. 
As long as it vaguely interests you, you won’t regret 
it. The rewards are in the risks.”

Alumni Feature - Denzel Manyande Alumni Feature Continued


