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This year’s KHS students taking part in Young Enterprise have created 
a product that reflects on modern society and their obsession of 
technology. They are challenging players to come together and 
play traditional games with traditional values, spending quality times 
together whilst playing ‘I meme it’
‘’Our company, Umbuso recognises a clear problem with people and 
their obsessive use of technology. Therefore, we created a fun, young 
and unique card game. It is called I MEME IT. ‘’

The team’s success story started back in September, so far the group 
have won the Gold Award at the Young Enterprise Harrow and 
Brent Interim as well as the Most Innovative Product at the Young 
Enterprise Wembley LDO Trade Fair. The team will be representing 
the school at the West London final against the other winners and 
runners up of the competition! We at KHS are continuing to support 
the students to develop this success story. To show your support 
please visit their website http://www.imeme.it/home.html for their full 
story.
The game can be purchased at http://bit.ly/Imemeitebay or 
from the school. The students have managed to raise £600 so far. 
Mr Mansour who led the project with Mr Lewis said: “the process 
has been a rewarding challenge for all the students, and they 
have learnt some fantastic skills along the way, not least dealing 
with setbacks and ego. Our students have also been amazing 
ambassadors for the school at all the trade fairs and finals. We 
couldn’t be prouder of them!”

Young Enterprise - “Taking people away from 
technology, bringing people together”

Young Enterprise - “Taking people away from 
technology, bringing people together” (cont)



On Saturday 11th March, Mr Mitchell, Ms Mohan and Mr Senior 
accompanied 28 Sixth Form students to City of London School, 
a high-achieving independent school located next to the 
Millennium Bridge on the side of the Thames, to participate in 
the annual Model United Nations Conference.

Kingsbury’s students formed seven delegations – USA, Israel, 
Lebanon, Yemen, New Zealand, Togo and Ukraine – and 
contributed to committees focused on a range of world 
issues, including tackling climate change, defeating ISIS and 
providing stability in Gambia. Our students represented the 
school with distinction and had some notable successes, not 
least providing several successful clauses to the resolution 
passed in the Special Committee (on Gambia). However, the 
highlight of the conference was provided by Dhruv Sharan 
(Year 13), who was a prize-winner in last year’s conference but 
this year went one better by taking the most sought-after prize 
in the competition: best delegate in the MUN Security Council, 
for his contribution to debate on Israeli settlements in the West 
Bank.

This was an excellent opportunity for Kingsbury students, who 
competed against selective and independent schools on the 
day with great confidence and commitment. The students 
also received a lecture, in the MUN Opening Ceremony, 
from BBC journalist James Robbins about his experiences as a 
foreign and diplomatic correspondent. We look forward to the 
2018 Conference and will start preparing in the Autumn Term.
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Model United Nations

A group of our Year 11 and Sixth Form students made it 
through to the National Finals Day of the Cambridge Schools 
Debating Competition. Students took part in four rounds 
of fiercely competitive debating, against schools such as 
Eton and Westminster. They had just 15 minutes to prepare 
for motions on religious influences on politics, the use of 
entrapment by police, the genetic enhancement of embryos 
and economic growth versus economic equality. Although we 
didn’t make it through to the grand final, it was a fantastic day 
for our students, with Hadi Hijazi and Brenda Muhiddin scoring 
a second place in two of their debates, and Sara Dehvari and 
Enilla Ansari taking first place in two of their debates.

We are incredibly proud of our students, seeing them achieve 
remarkable success over some very tough competition. 
They have worked very hard this year, organising debates 
every Wednesday lunch time, and encouraging our younger 
students to get involved in debating. They have shown a 
huge amount of dedication and enthusiasm to the Debating 
Society, despite the busy exam period.

National Finals Day of the Cambridge Schools 
Debating Competition

Although the official World Book Day was earlier this month 
and the school wasn’t able to host the event on the set date, 
the library didn’t deprive the students of the experience and 
enrichment World Book Day offers and hosted the event 
on Tuesday 21st March. As part of the celebration, students 
attended a number of workshops throughout the day 
including a bookmark making session, opportunities to look 
at newly released books and write recommendations of their 
favourite books for their fellow students.

The library had a great turn out with many students turning up, 
enjoying the workshops and walking away with new books 
recommended by their friends.

World Book Day



During our most recent Excel Day, where KHS proudly goes 
beyond traditional learning in a class room, a wide range of 
topics, workshops, talks and presentations were offered to all 
the year groups.

Highlights of the day included Year 7s getting the opportunity 
to learn to ride a bike as well as improving their cycling skills 
throughout the day. Some students that were not able to 
cycle at the start of the day, walked away having learned 
a fantastic new life skill and they should be very proud of 
themselves.

Year 13 students had the opportunity to prepare for life at 
university or living and working independently by participating 
in a wide-ranging programme of activities. All students 
followed a carousel of sessions, including two sessions for 
which they had opted. The sessions on offer were as follows:

Curry in a Hurry – Mr Patel
Money-saving expert – Ms Gorsia
Self-defence – Mr Alex Turton (Ronin Taijutsu)
Learn to play Chess – Ms Patel
Latin for Learning – Mr Waxman
Coping with Stress – Mr Senior
Strategies for coping with Anxiety and Panic Attacks – Ms Thomas
Falun Gong – Mr Hollis
Current Affairs – Ms Tumber

It was a very enjoyable day, with some pleasing outcomes 
– not least the excellent food prepared by Mr Patel by the 
end of each of his sessions! The Year 13 students provided 
some lovely feedback on the day, as the following comments 
indicate:

“The aim of learning one new skill by the end of the day was 
definitely completed and for many was surpassed with most of 
us learning more than one new skill…an amazing day”

“…all of us learnt at least one new thing which we can use in 
the future and overall it was a fun experience because of the 
range of different activities we got to take part in”

There was also a call for the day to become a Kingsbury 
tradition, though the Sixth Form team will be exploring ways in 
which they can integrate activities throughout the year rather 
than just on a single day in the future. Special thanks go to 
Ms Cox for leading on the administration of the event, with 
support from Ms Mohan and Ms Maan, and to all those who 
delivered sessions during the day.

KINGSBURY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER          ISSUE 20

KHS Excel Day
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On Wednesday 15th March the English as an Additional 
Language (EAL) Department held their yearly EAL Day on 
which we celebrated the diversity of culture at Kingsbury 
High School. The event took place at lunchtime when our 
students were selling homemade traditional cakes including 
the delicious ‘Kingsbury Cake’ made by George in Year 7, 
invited others to take part in quizzes on different countries and 
the audiences got to enjoy students as well as staff perform a 
number of songs.

It was a great opportunity for the students to present a part of 
their culture to the School Community to work as a team, feel 
unified and proud of the diverse community we have at KHS.

Thank you to all who contributed to the event, especially Erik 
Windrich who played the guitar, Alexandra for singing, to the 
Facilities Department, Food Technology Department, The 
Catering Department for their support and Tamara Faires-Back 
who photographed the event.

Year 7 worked alongside a varied team of visitors for the ‘Your 
Life You Choose’ programme.

The students were fully engaged in a series of workshops 
detailing a range of components of the criminal justice system. 
Prison officers gave a full and frank report of life in prison 
and the systems operated. Local magistrates introduced 
the “bench” and how decisions are made in a court. Two 
ex offenders explained how they had become involved 
in crime and what life had been like in prison and since 
their release. A paramedic gave powerful accounts of his 
everyday experiences including attending knife crime attacks. 
The day ended with students looking at a video of a crime 
involving young people. An officer from Trident explained Joint 
Enterprise. This is the 3rd year that we have worked on this 
excellent project that seeks to help young students make the 
right choices to steer well clear of gangs and crime.

All our evaluations suggest that this programme really does hit 
home.

Year 7 – ‘Your Life You Choose’ Excel Day

EAL Day: celebrating the diversity of culture at 
Kingsbury High



Sibel Osman, left in 1989

My favourite memory:
English Literature – Because of the analytical nature of the 
subject. It has always been natural for me to pull something 
apart (so to speak) and put it back together again. 
Construction, syntax, communication, and delivery has always 
been something that I hold in high regard. The ability to 
communicate the written word and understand the difference 
words make, can propel you from average to above average 
in everything you do.

Since leaving KHS:
I have 4 degrees and am currently 3 years into a 5 year 
doctorate. I have written an outline for 2 books, one of which 
has interest from a publisher. I have been awarded a  number 
of extremely high accolades with regard to services in my 
industry (property Investment), a couple of which include a 
special commendation from the American Embassy and a life 
time commendation from Trump Jnr.

 

Students and staff were treated to a lecture by David Smith, 
who gave an introduction into the knowns and unknowns of 
Dark Matter.
“There are things we know that we know. There are known 
unknowns, that is to say that there are things we know we 
don’t know. But there are also unknown unknowns.”
This intriguing quote by Donal Rumsfeld, US Secretary of 
Defence (2002), was used to open the Dark Matter lecture 
and captivated the interest of the audience from the start.
David Smith is a fellow of the Institute of Physics and the Royal 
Astronomical Society and he sits at the editorial board of the 
IOP Journal Physics Education.
Mr Smith explained how the idea of Dark Matter started as a 
crazy way to explain some irregularities in the motion of stars 
around a galaxy.
In the carefully prepared presentation, Mr. Smith, teacher 
of the year (2000), unveiled some of the evidence for the 
existence of Dark Matter and described some of the current 
attempts to find it.
The well-attended event, showed once more the interest at 
Kingsbury for Science in general and Physics in particular.

Alumni Feature

Dark Matter Lecture
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Overview of our Eco Project:
We are a group of schools in the Kingsbury community who 
work to support each other and our community. We work 
within collaborative projects to extend our pupils’ learning 
beyond the classroom. We are currently working on teaching 
our pupils about collective responsibility; we are campaigning 
to clean up our community through a series of litter picking 
sessions outside our schools. In addition, back in the classroom, 
we are learning how to reduce, recycle & reuse to reduce 
our waste. We will all be working to create a range of items 
to inspire our community to re-think how they manage their 
waste. We will also be designing leaflets and posters to 
display within our community libraries & civic centre to further 
promote the ethos of “Love Where You Live.”
We are endeavouring to engage with our neighbours; to raise 
awareness that we all need to work together in keeping our 
community clean. We anticipate having a positive impact 
and would like to have a “parade/carnival” throughout 
Kingsbury to showcase our message. We believe it is  a very 
important local issue. By involving school pupils, we believe 
we will be educating our future local residents; hopefully 
encouraging local pride.
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Kingsbury Schools Together - Litter Picking
#KSTlovewhereyoulive

My biggest achievement:

I currently work at the very highest end of my profession, for 
the largest private residential investment company in prime 
central London. I have been in the industry for 23 years and 
being in a position to directly contribute to sustaining and 
building the economic state of this country is something that 
gives me a great sense of achievement. KHS (in my day) was 
great at instilling discipline, which is very important to me and 
in turn enabled me to learn structure. 

 

My advice:

Make it your business to know business! By that I mean, ensure 
that you know everything about the job/task at hand before 
you attempt to do it. Knowledge is power and is the difference 
between success and failure. If you do not understand 
everything that you are presented with and not possess the 
whole facts, then you will under deliver and achieve half your 
potential. Educated informed strategic decisions come only 
from 100% knowledge and understanding.

 

My next goal:

To be awarded a queens honour for my contribution to 
charity. To complete my doctorate and to complete both 
books I have written an outline for.

Alumni Feature (cont)


