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Dear parents, carers and members of our 
community,

We are pleased to announce that, following 
Mr Waxman’s eight years as Headteacher (the 
final year shared with Ms Kitley) the Governors 
have appointed Mr Andy Stainton to take over 
with effect from 1st September 2017. 

Mr Stainton is an experienced Headteacher 
and, on his visits to Kingsbury High, has said how 
much he already feels at home here. Students 
can look forward to meeting Mr Stainton during 
assemblies at the start of the Autumn Term.

Rachel Kitley
Jeremy Waxman OBE
Co-Headteachers

On 22nd April we opened the doors and invited our former 
students for the day, to help us celebrate 50 years since 
Middlesex County Council brought together Kingsbury County 
Grammar School and two secondary moderns, the Tylers and 
Croft Schools.
With no idea of what numbers to expect we hoped to see 
some familiar faces and groups coming in to share their 
experiences with us. No one could have expected such a 
fantastic turnout and such excitement from former students 
and staff. People travelled from near and far to walk through 
the entrance that ‘only teachers were allowed to use’ and 
take a walk down memory lane. Some used the day as an 
opportunity for an organised reunion, some wandered in to 
see who they might bump into. The expressions on their faces 
were the same when they spotted familiar faces. Tears and 
laughter followed by ‘do you remember that time when…’ 
being the most used phrase of the day, captures the day.
Previous Headteachers Mr Mitchell and Mr Snell honoured us 
with a surprise visit, showing that they still like to recollect their 
days at KHS.
In K Hall and library a selection of documentation were 
displayed for the visitors’ reminiscence of their days back in 
the school. Photos were laid out on tables, free for anyone 
to take away and numerous old publications were available 
to read on the day. Groups gathered and enjoyed reliving 
memories over a cup of tea in the Hall whilst watching the 
presentations on the screens.
Hourly tours were offered to the Lower School on Bacon 
Lane, which allowed the guests to stick their heads into their 
old classrooms, after signing in at the school register. Group 
photos were taken to recreate those old class photographs.
Thank you to everyone that joined us on the day and made it 
such a memorable occasion.
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Message from the Co-Headteachers ‘50 up’ 



Over the past six months, seven keen dancers from Y7, 
Y8 & Y9, have been working hard to create an exciting 
piece of choreography for the upcoming Step Into Dance 
Spring Sharing. On Tuesday 25th April 2017 at Queens Park 
Community School, the students performed alongside other 
Brent Schools to celebrate the 10 year anniversary of Step 
Into Dance. Once again these students have represented 
Kingsbury and the Dance Department to a high standard, and 
are eager to start work on their next performance piece.

Step Into Dance Spring Sharing
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On Friday 28 April 6 staff couples and 12 students couples took 
on the ‘Students vs staff Badminton Tournament’ in order to 
raise Money for the St Lukes Hospice in Harrow.

The staff winners were Siew Lee and Kostas, a former science 
teacher and the student winners were Nakul Hirani and 
Mahima Vekaria.

Well done everyone for taking part in this fun and charitable 
Kingsbury event.

Students vs staff Badminton Tournament

On the 25th April our Sixth Form students had the opportunity to 
attend a talk by guest speakers Mr Paul Hampson from University 
of Westminster , Ms Beverley Crooks from Brunel University and Ms 
Jennifer Nichols-Dunbar from Prevent about life at university. This is the 
second event organised by the Sixth Form team in order to prepare 
the students for life after Kingsbury High School, the first one took part 
during our Excel Day.
Mrs Crooks highlighted during her introduction that ‘This is a great 
opportunity the school has given the students, not only helping to get 
into university, but to also preparing for the time at university.’
Both university representatives talked about day to day problems 
during the first year, from financial issues, to cooking, to homesickness 
and how to best deal with them. A list of places that are available 
to students offering help whilst studying, such as student unions, 
counselling to name but a few, were offered and numerous leaflets 
left for the students to keep. The students were advised to try and 
learn simple but essential skills before leaving home, for example how 
to use a washing machine and cooking.
‘Finding new friends is the biggest concern to new students at 
university, during school you have your support network of friends and 
when that is gone, it can be challenging to create new bonds’ Mr 
Hampson added.
Finally Ms Nichols-Dunbar took the students through her presentation 
on radicalisation. This is a delicate, but important topic, as new 
students are vulnerable targets for such organisations.
However the session was not attended to create anxiety for the 
upcoming life changing events in the students’ life, it was to create 
awareness that some might find it challenging and show what 
support will be available to ensure university life becomes the most 
memorable time of the students’ lives.

‘Preparing for University’ Talk

On Wednesday 17th May, Year 11 students attended a final 
assembly before their GCSE examinations commenced.
The day started with traditional shirt signings in their forms 
followed by an emotional assembly in the School Hall. The 
occasion was filled with a mixture of sentiments as the students 
were taken through their five years at Kingsbury High School. 
Students took to the floor to thank their form tutors and 
then after a musical interlude, they were sent off filled with 
emotions.
Stage Leader, Mr Das added “At Kingsbury we celebrate this 
important moment in their lives, confident that they are ready 
and able to take the next step. I look forward to their future 
with a great sense of optimism, and wish Year 11 good health, 
happiness and every success.”
A special thank you to Latalia, Antanaye, Ozioma and 
Ayomide for their dance performance as well as Anatanaye 
and Ayomide (singers), Gautam (bass), Fred (guitar) and Atrin 
(drums) for their Musical performance.
We wish all our Year 11s all the best for their exams and their 
future.

Year 11 Final Assembly



On Wednesday 19th April 2017, 120 of our most gifted and 
able students in Year 9 spent the evening presenting on some 
of the most intelligible topics they have researched. Since 
September, the students have been completing the Level 2 
Higher Project Qualification. As one of the core requirements 
of the qualification, students were to present the research and 
the essay of their academic topic to a board of assessors.
Ranging from women’s rights to whether war could be justified, 
students’ presentations were thought provoking, captivating 
and exciting. Despite a few nerves, throughout the evening all 
students displayed confidence and overcame some of their 
biggest fears: presenting in front of a large crowd. The evening 
was thoroughly enjoyed by a wide range of parents and staff. 
We wish Year 9 all the best with the rest of their Level 2 Higher 
Project Qualification and that they get the result they deserve! 
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Year 9 Higher Project Qualification
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On Friday 12 May one of KHS’ PE teachers, Sian High organised 
an all staff barn dance in order to raise money for the charity 
CALM. (Campaign Against Living Miserably)
This is part of her fundraising campaign during which she is also 
set to do a 44km walk from Crawley to Brighton.
‘I’m doing this walk in memory of my friend John Nemrova 
who recently took his own life. It breaks my heart to think that 
we couldn’t help him and didn’t recognise the signs.’ Sian 
said. ‘I want to try and raise awareness of the silent epidemic 
that is male suicide.’
The barn dance raised £180 and if you would like to help her 
raise money, you can use the link below to donate:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Sian-High1

All Staff Barn Dance

On Friday 28th April, ten A level students had the opportunity 
to showcase their excellent work during the annual EPQ 
presentations. It was a proud and emotional day for the 
students and, as with the brilliant HPQ evening earlier in 
the month, a great occasion for the school in celebrating 
intellectual curiosity, the pursuit of academic research and 
individual student achievements.
The projects covered a diverse range of topics, including 
‘Woman in Afghanistan’, ‘Transracial adoption’ and 
‘India’s economic development’. During the outstanding 
presentations the students gave an overview of their 
research methods, explained often personal reasons for 
choosing specific topics, set out their conclusions as well as 
educating the audience. All ten students gave an exceptional 
performance, showing remarkable knowledge and interest in 
their chosen areas of research.

EPQ Presentations

Our Young Enterprisers have been recognised with the Most 
Innovative Product award at the West London Final last night 
against fierce competition. Unfortunately this meant that 
this was not enough to reach the next round of the Young 
Enterprise contest, but we are proud of their valiant efforts to 
get this far.
A special mention must go to the winners from Greenford High 
School, who won with their idea of a children’s book helping 
to explain the plight of refugee children.
Please congratulate the Sixth Formers on their efforts if you see 
them, they will continue to sell ‘I Meme It’ after their exams, so 
please be on the lookout. Massive thanks to Rachel Kitley and 
Michael Senior for attending and lending their support on the 
night.

Young Enterprise - 
Final Destination West London

Burnt Oak Leisure Centre

Come and try our Junior Club including Pool table, 
Table tennis, Table football, TV, Computers

Every Monday to Friday from 4-6pm

Half Term Activities 



My favourite memory
Technical drawing - I wanted to be an architect when I was at school, 
but sadly that never materialised.
Since leaving KHS
So many things! I had a number of “non-career” type admin jobs for 
the first few years after I left school (bookmaker, survey company, 
insurance company, computer company) before joining the Civil 
Service (HM Land Registry). Over a period of 19 years I worked for 
five different government departments, taking advantage of the 
many opportunities available in the central civil service.  I worked for 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (supporting statisticians 
on census analysis), HM Customs and Excise (where I learned my 
VAT craft both as an inspector and then managing VAT policy in 
headquarters), the Inland Revenue (working on the enlargement 
of the EU, and also an intergovernmental conference - the Nice 
Treaty was the result of that). During both the HMCE and IR roles I 
was involved in negotiating in Brussels on behalf of the UK and I was 
invited to represent the UK in Brussels for tax and customs aspects, 
on loan to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office as “First Secretary 
Customs and Taxation” working in the United Kingdom’s permanent 
representation to the EU (UKREP - people might recognise that 
acronym after Ivan Rogers recently resigned from the post of UK 
Ambassador to the EU).   

 

We need your help now so that we can provide a new high-quality 
multi-sport facility for our students at Kingsbury High School.
As you will recall, we wrote to you in April last year regarding our 
unique opportunity to provide a new multi-sport facility through our 
partnership with Powerleague. The multi-sport facility would provide: 
one 11-a-side hybrid football / hockey pitch; one multi use games 
area (MUGA) pitch; four standard 5-a-side pitches; two cricket nets; 
and a programme of refurbishment for our existing facilities.
We would like to thank you for all the support that we have received 
so far as it makes a huge difference in helping us to deliver these 
facilities, but we do need to ask for your help again.
Our planning application is currently going through the normal 
planning process at Brent Council and a second consultation on these 
proposals is being carried out until Tuesday 30th May. The reasons for 
this second consultation are because the relevant planning officer at 
the Council has changed and our development team has submitted 
additional technical information, as requested by the Council.
It is crucial that your voice is heard again as part of this consultation, 
so that we can show Brent Council how important this new facility 
would be for Kingsbury High School. Your backing is vital in helping us 
to achieve permission for these fantastic new facilities.
Please show your support in one of the following ways before Tuesday 
30th May:
• Visit https://www.brent.gov.uk/services-for-residents/planning-
and-building-control/planning-and-building-control-searches/, click 
on ‘Search planning applications now’ and enter the application 
reference number 16/0994 (which is unique to this application). 
There is a tab labelled View / Make Comments where, after a simple 
registration process, you will be able to leave a comment.
• Email planandbuild@brent.gov.uk but please make sure to use the 
reference number 16/0994.
• Write a letter to the case officer, Terry Natt, at Brent Council, Brent 
Civic Centre, Engineers Way, Wembley, HA9 0FJ, making sure to quote 
the reference number 16/0994.
Every supportive comment, email and letter helps us to move one 
step closer to our aim of delivering these high-quality sporting facilities 
for our students. Some of the points that you may want to consider 
referring to include:

Alumni Feature

Proposed New Multi-Sport Facility Update
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• The proposed site is often waterlogged and practically unusable 
between November and March each year, preventing delivery of the 
desired range and quality of teaching.
• The need for new sports facilities to enhance the existing sports 
curriculum and improve the extra-curricular offer for pupils.
• We have aspired for many years to construct artificial turf pitches for 
year-round use but have been unable to independently finance the 
investment.
• Pupils have to travel off-site for lessons, reducing the teaching time 
available and incurring additional costs for the school.
• There would be significant knock-on benefits for other schools 
in the local area through the Kingsbury High School School Sports 
Partnership.
• The facilities would offer significant benefits for the local community 
through a Community User Agreement which would allow free use of 
the facilities for local community groups at specified times.
We thank you very much for your ongoing support.
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Mentoring and coaching of the VAT team spread across the various 
businesses. Providing advice and support in the case of complex 
issues. Monitoring changes to VAT rules around the world and lobbying 
governments to ensure that changes to requirements are practical 
and workable. Supporting the business’ ambitions in terms of mergers, 
acquisitions, divestments to ensure that VAT rules are complied with. 
Liaising with the European Commission, OECD and other similar 
organisations including IMF on developments in the world of VAT. 
Providing suitable training to develop the VAT team and ensure each 
member remains up to date in relation to rules and case law. Utilising 
my huge network to facilitate resolving issues.
When that posting finished I decided to pursue an offer to move 
to the private sector. I worked for Vodafone for a couple of years 
liaising with the tax teams in all the countries where Vodafone has 
business interests to raise their game on managing VAT obligations. This 
involved a lot of international travel, organising technical conferences 
for the team and keeping everyone focused on ensuring they were 
complying with requirements. After Vodafone I went to Sony where 
I was their first “Strategic VAT Director” - head of VAT - for the Sony 
businesses including Sony Electronics, PlayStation, Sony Pictures, Sony 
Mobile Communications, Sony Music, Sony Music Publishing and 
various smaller businesses.  I recently retired (early) from that job.  Just 
before I retired the professional association I am a member of ran a 
profile on me in its magazine, which was a nice way of recognising 
my contribution. Responsible for setting the strategy as to how Sony 
manages its VAT obligations around the world and across all its 
businesses. VAT is a type of tax which companies have to pay.
My biggest achievement
My successful daughter (who heads up the media team at 
Instagram!) is probably my greatest achievement.   But from a career 
perspective I had a number of significant achievements in the world 
of VAT in terms of introducing legislation to safeguard VAT revenues, 
persuading the European Commission and OECD (both when in 
government and in the private sector) of the need to look again at 
some of their plans, helping to write legislation and guidance... 
My advice
Ensure you are enjoying what you are studying - you will do better 
at a subject that you have an interest in.  Volunteer to do things - 
you’re less likely at the end of your life to wish you hadn’t tried doing 
something, than to regret not taking up opportunities.  

Alumni Feature (cont)


